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THE LIFE+ PROGRAMME 

LIFE+ is a financial instrument which 
supports the environmental policy of 
the European Community. The 

programme finances innovaƟve pilot acƟons, aimed 
at integraƟng issues of environmental protecƟon 
with land-use planning and sustainable development. 
Grants are awarded to the best projects, especially to 
those with highest pracƟcal content.  

LIFE XERO-GRAZING PROJECT 

The project aims to the 
conservaƟon and restoraƟon of 
priority habitats 6210* “Semi-
natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) 
(*important orchid sites)” and 
6240* “Sub-Pannonic steppic 

grasslands” within a representaƟve area of the SCI 
“Oasi xerotermiche della Valle di Susa – Orrido di 
Chianocco e Foresto” (Piedmont, Italy). 

Within the SCI, these habitats are parƟcularly         
valuable for their extent and the richness in orchids 
and rare species, but due to the progressive        
abandonment they are now threatened by tree and 
shrub encroachment and by changes in florisƟc 
composiƟon. The project therefore intends to 
achieve habitat conservaƟon and restoraƟon defining      
management guidelines applicable in the SCI 
“Xerothermic Oases” and in other Natura 2000     
Network areas.  

Semi-natural		
dry-grassland	
conservation	and	
restoration	in	Valle	Susa	
through	grazing	
management		

The	educational	trails	
“The	xerothermic	grasslands	

rich	in	orchids”	

Important warnings: 
The enƟre region is characterized by the presence of cliffs. 
Please pay parƟcular aƩenƟon walking through the paths 
indicated. The fences installed are intended only to contain 
grazing sheep and are not for the safety of people. Given the 
lack of water sources in the site and the high temperatures 
reached throughout all the year, it is always recommended to 
start with an appropriate supply of water, especially in the 
warmer months. The drinking troughs installed are desƟned for 
sheep and are filled with uncontrolled water. It is also strongly 
recommended to pay aƩenƟon to the dogs trained to protect 
the flock. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL TRAILS  
“The xerothermic grasslands rich in orchids” 

NoƟce boards of the “Monte Molaras” trail 
1. The historical agro-pastoral management of 

the SCI “Oasi xerotermiche della Valle di Susa – 
Orrido di Chianocco e Foresto”  

2. Pastoral acƟons for the conservaƟon and 
restoraƟon of xerothermic grasslands   

3. The xerothermic grasslands rich in orchids  
4. The restoraƟon of xerothermic grasslands 

encroached by trees and shrubs  
5. Natural environment and biodiversity in the 

“Xerothermic Oases”  
6. Junipers and other tree and shrub species  in 

the “Xerothermic Oases” 

NoƟce boards of the “Truc San MarƟno” trail 
1. The historical agro-pastoral management of 

the SCI “Oasi xerotermiche della Valle di Susa – 
Orrido di Chianocco e Foresto”  

2. Pastoral acƟons for the conservaƟon and 
restoraƟon of xerothermic grasslands  

3. The xerothermic grasslands rich in orchids  
4. The restoraƟon of xerothermic grasslands 

encroached by trees and shrubs 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS  

The project will last for five years (deadline: June 
2018) and the lands owned by Bussoleno and 
Mompantero municipaliƟes will be involved. 

Specifically it aims to: 

restore shrub and tree-encroached grasslands 
through acƟons of  
mechanical clearing 
and cuƫng. Tree and 
shrub encroachment           
resulƟng from aban-
donment represents a 
serious threat for 
orchids, rare species, 
landscape value, and usability of the site;  

define guidelines for a raƟonal grazing               
management of habitats for conservaƟon     
purposes and apply them in some areas of    
municipal property. For this purpose, all 
necessary equipment for grazing was arranged 
(i.e. fences and water points) and some paths 
were restored to allow access to animals. The 
Alpi Cozie Protected Areas Management 
Authority also bought 150 sheep to be used 
acƟvely for the grassland management; 

supervise the effects of grazing on habitats,  
orchids, and rare stenomediterranean species 
through a network of permanent observaƟon 
sites distributed within the managed areas, so 
as to ensure the achievement of conservaƟon 
objecƟves; 

enhance the parƟcipatory and tourisƟc values 
of the protected area by increasing the 
awareness on the use of its natural resources. 
The arrangement of educaƟonal trails in the         
managed area, educaƟonal acƟviƟes for 
schools, a workshop, a conference, and several 
meeƟngs has been planned to inform 
stakeholders and exchange experiences 
throughout the project; 

maintain a long-term management of the area,  
           even   aŌer   the   end  of  the  project, 
     involving   the  local  communiƟes 
        and  all  stakeholders  in   
          the   pursuit   of   this
            objecƟve. 
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